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Schedule of Weekly Services
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Jesus, Example of Humility
By Sewell Hall

If anyone ever had a good reason not to be humble it was Jesus. He was superior in
every way to everyone around Him and He had no fault or weakness of which to be
ashamed. Yet, scripture holds Him before us as the ultimate example of humility.

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be
done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own
interests, but also for the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was
also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to
be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even
the death of the cross. (Philippians 2:1-8 NKJV)

Humble Circumstances

Jesus was the only person who was ever in position to choose where and to whom He
would be born. He chose to be conceived by a virgin, giving grounds for charges of
illegitimacy (John 8:41). He chose a mother who spoke freely of her low estate (Luke
1:48) and an earthly father who as a carpenter was so very poor that he had to take
advantage of the optional sacrifice permitted to those under humble circumstances
(Luke 2:24). He chose a barn as His place of birth, a feed trough as His crib, and
shepherds as His first visitors. He grew up by choice in a town so despised that a
proverb asked, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Who of us would have
made such choices?

Humble Obedience
though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.
(Hebrews 5:8 NKJV)

At the age of 12 He was already “about [His] Father’s business” (Luke 2:49). Doing His
heavenly Father’s business meant being subject to His humble earthly parents
throughout His early years (Luke 2:51). Through all His life, He never failed in His perfect
submission to God.

“.. I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.” (John 5:30
NKJV)



Baptism requires humility. It is difficult to imagine a king or the CEO of a very large
corporation being. This may account for the common aversion to baptism or for the
substitution of sprinkling for immersion. Those who came to be baptized by John the
Baptist came “confessing their sins” (Matthew 3:6), and this may partially account for
the Pharisees’ rejection of His baptism (Luke 7:30). Yet the sinless Son of God was not
too proud to journey from Galilee to be baptized by John in the Jordan. No wonder
John objected, but our Lord’s answer revealed His motive:

But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. (Matthew 3:15 NKJV)

Imagine Him by Whom “all things were created that are in heaven and that are on
earth” (Colossians 1:16) “in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan” (Mark 1:13)
so hungry that commanding “that these stones become bread” was a temptation. And
why was He there?

“Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness” (Matthew 4:1-3).

Humble Ministry

Before beginning His recorded ministry, He Himself worked with His hands as a
carpenter (Mark 6:3). As He pursued His life’s work, He owned no home of His own
(Luke 9:58). He was cared for by His disciples. Except on one occasion, He is pictured
as traveling either by foot or by boat. And, “He was despised and rejected of men, a
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:2).

He associated comfortably with those who were least esteemed by His peers:
Samaritans, Gentiles, the poor and downtrodden, the sick and handicapped, publicans,
women and children. Association with these was beneath the dignity of the proud
religious leaders of that day, but Jesus was their friend. He never left the impression
that He considered Himself above them.

Jesus had no ambition for titles. He had every right to be known as “The Son of God”
and He did not reject that designation, but when He spoke of Himself, 80 times it was
as “the Some of Man.”

Perhaps as many as 60 years after the event, the apostle John marveled at the humility
displayed by Jesus at the last supper:

“Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He
had come from God and was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside His
garments, took a towel and girded Himself ... and began to wash the disciples’
feet” (John 13:2-5)

Humble Death

Washing the disciples’ feet was but the beginning of a 24-hour period of increasingly
astonishing displays of humility:

On His face in the Garden, offering up “prayers and supplications with vehement cries
and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death (Hebrews 5:7), yet adding, “Not
my will, but Yours be done” (Luke 22:42).

Standing before pompous, petty, yet powerful little rulers, saying not a word to defend
Himself.

Climaxing it all by humbling Himself and becoming “obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8), the most horrible, painful, shameful
death that depraved human minds could devise.

Conclusion

No wonder Jesus could say of Himself without boasting, “l am meek and lowly (humble)
in heart” (Matthew 11:29). No wonder those who were rich, proud, or powerful found
it difficult to deny themselves, take up their crosses and follow Him!

O Lord, “Let this mind be in [me] which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5)

Our Prayer List...

For Spiritual Responsiveness — Those studying with us in the
Thursday morning Perkin's Study All of our wayward
members

For Physical Healing - Ellen Jinks ... Mary Jinks ... Marleen Jinks
Lee Redd ... Bill Duryea’s Parents ... Mary Jinks ... Kathy
Syracuse (Fair Lawn)

For Wisdom and Good Judgment - The Leaders of our
congregation ... the leaders of our nation

For God’s Care and Good Providence - Our young people
away at college ... Our young people here at Washington ...
our members who are traveling ... the men and women in

military service ... our congregation ... the Evangelist and
Teachers We Help Support

EVENTS AND NOTES

A ON SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 157, DREW DEGRADO WILL BEGIN A SERIES
OF STUDIES ON “EVIDENCES”. THIS EVIDENCES COURSE IS DESIGNED
TO COMBAT AND EXPOSE THREE FOUNDATIONAL ARGUMENTS USED BY
NON-BELIEVERS. DREW WILL FOCUS ON THE CREATION, THE
RESURRECTION, AND THE NEW TESTAMENT CANON. MORE DETAILS TO
COME!

A OUR NEXT PERKIN’S THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY WILL BE
JANUARY 14™ AT 10AM. ALL ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE
WHENEVER YOU CAN ... MORE IMPORTANTLY INVITE THOSE WHO MAYBE
SEEKING JESUS!

A DON'T FORGET TO JOIN OUR “MEET-UP” SITE ON THE WEB ...
HTTP://WWW.MEETUP.COM/THURSDAY-MORNING-BIBLE-STUDY-AT-
PERKINS-IN-PHILLIPSBURG-NJ] ... CHECK IT OuT!




