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Good Christians … Good Works… 

Let’s put our passage for this week in context … when this letter was written Nero was 

emperor, and he was a persecutor of Christians.  Paul had just been released from prison 

yet he showed no negative feelings 

towards the rulers or authorities. Jesus 

and the apostles had taught by precept 

and example that Christians should 

submit to civil rulers except when they 

require something that was contrary to 

the Will of God (Acts 5:27-29). 

Paul now, through this letter to Titus, 

exhorts the Christians in Crete to follow 

this rule of submission.  And, while Titus 

3:1-7 is commonly said to focus on our 

relationship to rulers and authorities, the basic principles of the text provides worthwhile 

applications relative to Good Works that are applicable to all Christians.  

The New Testament has many mentions of “good works”.  Among them are … 

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10 NKJV) 

“looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 

Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and 

purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.”  (Titus 2:13-14 NKJV) 

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works”, (Hebrews 

10:24 NKJV) 

Our faith in God must produce good works on a regular basis. This requires intentional effort 

on our part. We must be careful when we say that good works are a product of God's 

kindness and love at work within us. For good works don't just happen as though we were 

passive bystanders watching God work through us.  It requires diligent labor.  

We often surmise that doing good works makes us good people … and I won’t argue long 

that this is not true.  But we must be careful of how we judge our “good works.” 

Most would say that Paul was a good man by all reasonable human standards. He himself 

extols some of his perceived virtues prior to his conversion to Christ … 

“though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he may have 

confidence in the flesh, I more so: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of 

the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; 
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Remind them to be subject to 
rulers and authorities, to 
obey, to be ready for every 

good work, to speak evil of no 
one, to be peaceable, gentle, 
showing all humility to all 

men. (Titus 3:1-2) 



concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which is in the 

law, blameless.” (Philippians 3:4-6 NKJV) 

Note that he called himself blameless concerning the righteousness which is in the law 

(Philippians 3:6) in one breath and then admits to this list of sins seemingly in the next… 

For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts 

and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. (Titus 3:3 

NKJV) 

How can this be?  One answer could be the way he identified sin … externally. Paul’s careful 

observance of the legal ordinances of the law had raised him to the stature in the eyes of 

his contemporaries as one in whom no fault could be found.  We tend to measure sin and 

unrighteousness that way … primarily in terms of outward acts.   

Sin, however, is not necessarily a matter of destructive or unacceptable outward behavior. 

It is also a matter of inner attitude and maturation. Notice what Jesus spoke to the "good" 

people of His day… 

 For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts … All these evils come from 

inside and make a man "unclean.'" (Mark 7:21-23 NIV) 

… and at greater length in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus dealt with this fundamental 

aspect of sin (Matthew 5-7). 

As long as we major on the outward aspects of sin, we'll never understand the real nature 

of sin. There is nothing in Paul's list here that is always expressed or measured in gross 

outward behavior. For example, one might serve "various lusts and pleasures" with little to 

no outward manifestation. While we tend to think of such a phrase in sexual terms, Paul's 

words from the Greek describe desires and pleasures that are not necessarily to be 

regarded as such, but as the thorns that "choke the word" and render it unfruitful 

(Mark4:19). 

The same holds for "being hateful" and for "hating one another." Hate is not always 

expressed in violent behavior or words. We talk a great deal these days about child and 

spousal abuse. We are quick to declare physical abuse as criminal. We also recognize to a 

lesser degree the unacceptable nature of verbal abuse. However, we may readily overlook 

and ignore the expression of hate through withdrawal of, or the withholding of love. This 

may well be the most common and devastating form of hate, all the more malicious 

because it can even be done under the pretext of righteousness.  

We are to do good works because God is good. Our good works are not done in order to 

earn God's favor or salvation. They are the products of God's kindness and love at work 

within us through the Holy Spirit. 

It’s been said that a great deal of life is learning the differences between what is useful and 

what is useless.  And that's not easy. The price tags are all mixed up. Useless things are 

promoted and are often quite costly, while useful things go ignored and are undervalued. 

God through His Word helps us sort things out so that we can base our lives on what is 

genuinely worthwhile and enduring … going on to do Good Works. 

This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly, that those 

who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are 

good and profitable to men.  (Titus 3:8 NKJV) 

 

 

EVENTS  AND  NOTES  

� BROTHER EDWARDS’ LESSONS ARE ON THE WEBSITE.  LET’S ALL  

SEEK TO USE THEM IN OUR EVANGELISTIC EFFORTS! 

� AREA GOSPEL MEETINGS: 

o WALLINGFORD CT – OCT 17TH – 22ND, WITH DAVID MAXSON. 

o BOSTON MA – OCT 25TH, WITH JUSTIN DOBBS & DAN KOEN. 

o BETHLEHEM PA – NOV 7TH – 9TH, WITH JOE HAMM. 

o PISCATAWAY NJ – NOV 14TH – 16TH, WITH LOWELL SALLEE. 

� OUR NEXT THURSDAY MORNING STUDY WILL BE ON OCTOBER 

30TH AT THE PERKIN’S RESTAURANT IN PHILLIPSBURG STARTING 

AT 10AM.  ALL ARE WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE WHENEVER YOU 

CAN : MORE IMPORTANTLY INVITE THOSE WHO MAYBE SEEKING 

JESUS! 

� DON’T FORGET TO JOIN OUR “MEET-UP” SITE ON THE WEB : 

HTTP://WWW.MEETUP.COM/THURSDAY-MORNING-BIBLE-STUDY-

AT-PERKINS-IN-PHILLIPSBURG-NJ ... CHECK IT OUT! 

Our Prayer List… 

For Spiritual Responsiveness – Those studying with us in the 

Thursday morning Perkin’s Study … All of our wayward 

members 

For Physical Healing – Bill Duryea’s Parents … Ray 

Thompson … Georgia DeLorenzo 

For Wisdom and Good Judgment – The Leaders of our 

congregation … the leaders of our nation 

For God’s Care and Good Providence – Our young 

people away at college … Our young people here at 

Washington … our members who are traveling … the 

men and women in military service … our congregation 

… the Evangelist and Teachers We Help Support 


